FIRST OVER EVEREST
This was a 4.5 aperture lens with a focal length of twenty-five
inches. Needless to say, it weighed a good deal, In fact, it was
with its mounting, as much as a man could lift with one hand.
Also, another difficulty was that of heating it sufficiently to pre-
vent frosting over. Having secured the lens, there remained to
find a camera for it, and here again the resources of The Times
and the ingenuity of Mr. Bogaerde, its Art Editor, came to the
rescue.
He conjured up a camera with focal length and a suitable focal
plane shutter capable of giving exposures of the length required.
This camera was a somewhat rough and ready improvisation
made of plywood, but in the competent hands of Mr. C. W.
Williamson, it was quickly reconditioned and covered with
aluminium in such a way as to give us hope of its successful
working. It was not, however, in any sense of the word, an
air camera, the plates, for instance, had to be carried in ordinary
old-fashioned mahogany double-dark slides and secured to the
camera by spring clips. The complete instrument, when put
together, was three feet long, one foot high, a foot wide, and
large enough to take half-plates.
It was obvious that it could not be handled as an ordinary
obHque camera is handled in an aeroplane, even by a Samson,
as it would be quite out of control and immediately wrenched
from the hands of the observer should he venture to place it
over the edge of the cockpit.
A plan had, therefore, to be evolved. As it happened, one
of the uses for which the Houston-Wesdand had been originally
designed was that of deck-landing on ships, combined with
carrying a torpedo in its under-carriage, straight below the
pilot and parallel to the fuselage. Swords were beaten out of
ploughshares, and camera mountings improvised where tor-
pedoes had hung.
The camera was placed horizontally below the fuselage
pointing almost straight to the front. Certain calculations, and
the consulting of graphs and diagrams, showed that the angle
made by the axis of the fuselage with the horizontal during the
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